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The Role of Victor Emanuel II in the Risorgimento and Italian Unification
The Risorgimento of Italy, dating from around 1815 to 1870, is an important and ever-expanding part of modern Italian history. This is for good reason, as the period features the birth, development, and arguably, the culmination of Italian nationalism with the peninsula’s unification in 1861. Additionally, the period featured many prominent nationalist figures and writers such as Giuseppe Garibaldi and Count Camillo Benso di Cavour. Furthermore, Italy plays into a disruption of larger European politics as the region had been previously a playground for larger empires such as Napoleon’s France and Austria-Hungary, but with unification, Italy became a significant power. The proposed paper would explore this period through an analysis of the role of the duke of Sardinia-Piedmont, then first king of Italy, Victor Emanuel II, and how he served as an inspirational and unifying figurehead for the nation, embodying the values of the Risorgimento and the new Italian identity.
	Over the course of the proposed paper, Emanuel II’s symbolic role in the Risorgimento will be explained and expanded upon using both older and modern literature and sources. Additionally, the paper would compare him to the other major figures of the era to contrast Emanuel II’s position of noble authority and how he used that to garner the support of the Italian people and the favor of larger European powers. To support this, the paper will use sources such as translations of a pair of letters written by Garibaldi and Cavour, which discuss Emanuel II. Furthermore, using a speech Emanuel II gave to the Italian Parliament in 1861, the paper will analyze and point to language used by Emanuel that represents the Risorgimento ideal. The paper steps into an expanding field, as more documents have been released from the royal Italian archives in the past few decades, Using those new sources for this analysis is crucial, as previous works on the subject used limited material.  Modern historians such as Lucy Riall and Derek Beales provide summaries and broad pictures of the era for this purpose, with comprehensive collections of documents included in their works to back up their assessment. Denis Mack Smith is of note to the proposed paper for his 1971 work Victor Emanuel, Cavour and the Risorgimento, being highly focused on the roles of Emanuel II and his prime minister Cavour, which is valuable for determining Emanuel II’s contributions compared to those of Cavour and determining Emanuel II’s impact. 
	When writing the proposed paper on an important figure such as Emanuel II in an era of other prominent figures, there comes a debate on who is most important, or relevant in the period. Figures like Giuseppe Garibaldi, and Giuseppe Mazzini are both prominent nationalist writers and were highly influential in their own ways, arguing for a republican state. The proposed paper seeks not to downplay their importance, but to contextualize the role of Emanuel II alongside them as the figurehead or inspirational model for the Italian Risorgimento. Furthermore, given the existence of these men, and the process through which the Italian state came to be with revolutions and consolidation, an argument could be made against the importance of Emmanuel II, positing instead that he played a minor role in the process, and was merely the beneficiary of others work as the leader of Sardinia-Piedmont. This paper will argue instead that from that position of power, Emanuel II was in a prime position to be an influential component of the Risorgimento and Italian Unification and distinguished himself both during the unification as a figurehead and national symbol, and after, as the head of a parliamentary kingdom fighting to finish the process of unification and liberate its brothers under foreign heels. 
	The proposed paper would be a look into the history and scholarship of the Risorgimento after the time in which new documents emerged, using the combined knowledge of those documents and historians in the field. The role of King Victor Emanuel II has been discussed before, though not as prominently as it could have been because of a lack of published resources. Now many relevant sources are available, and the paper seeks to argue his place as a figurehead and competent leader of the unified Italian state.
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